
Kerri Marshall 
Teaching Philosophy 
Elementary Art Educator of the Year 

It is my belief that children are inherently creative and my intention is finding 
ways to guide them through creating that relates to their lives and the world around 
them, therefore, fostering artistic values throughout their education and beyond. I enjoy 
the challenge of educating students through my visual arts curriculum and also 
connecting visual arts content to what students are learning in their classrooms. I teach 
children personal expression, problem solving, and perseverance through art-making.  I 
have high expectations for students regardless of their learning styles and specific 
needs. 
 I have been teaching “art on a cart” throughout my five years as an art educator 
and this has become one of my greatest strengths. I transform their classroom space 
into an art room and back again in forty minutes. I can easily see where their classroom 
teachers are in their math, science, and English Language Arts curriculum. Immersing 
myself in the rooms of classroom teachers has given me insight into a huge variety of 
teaching styles, classroom management, and curriculum that I may have otherwise 
been isolated from. It has also given me the opportunity to easily collaborate with 
classroom teachers, teacher’s assistants, and support staff. 

It is important to me that my students create work that they are proud to show the 
community. I showcase student work in my school, district, town, and state. I cultivate a 
society of artists that know their work is valued and appreciated. Students feel 
empowered and successful when they present work they are proud of. When those 
outside of my classes can see student work is it valued and leads to questioning, 
discussion, and appreciation. This is especially true when viewers can recognize artistic 
themes that have interdisciplinary connections.  

The ways I aim to include visual arts in the everyday life of my students is not 
only reflected in classroom teaching. I have had the opportunity to paint child centered 
murals throughout my building, form a Sketchbook class before school, participate in 
our school’s Cultural Fair, illustrate a children’s book, and create my own artwork. My 
students know that I live an artistic lifestyle and I hope that they continue to adapt the 
skills and concepts of creating, responding, connecting, and presenting involved in 
visual arts into their ever-changing lives.  



Valerie Bruzzi-Krsulic 

Personal Narrative 

High School Art Educator of the Year 

Before I begin my narrative, I want to address a few things about my application. Given 
my disability, I was unable to attend many professional development opportunities, 
national conferences, and local conferences. Cranston High School West, the school 
where I teach, accommodates my disability but travelling beyond my acclimatized areas 
is quite difficult. Despite the limitations of my disability, for the past 28 years in the 
Cranston Public Schools Art Program and prior, I have credentials as a teacher, a 
curriculum committee member, grant recipient, and standards committee member, 
which build my capacity as an artist and as an educator that strives to foster a love of 
art in all my students. My hope is that you will take these factors into consideration.  

My most fundamental belief in art is that every child is born with artistic qualities. I see 
this illustrated in their innate desire to reach for a crayon to express themselves within 
their first few years of life. My philosophy is to take this innate creative yearning and 
foster their gifts and joy of art into something more: something special and something 
that is unique. This is a philosophy that has been nurtured over the years, where my 
journey started as a working artist and then eventually as a dedicated educator in the 
Cranston Public Schools Art Program.  

Over thirty years ago, I had rented a studio space in Bristol, RI with a few friends of 
mine: we called this space The Studio. As an early proponent of shared learning, I 
opened this space up on the weekends for other artists to come and share their ideas, 
art theories, and get input from like-minded individuals. We held art classes in all 
aspects of art, had gallery openings, music and cultural events (very similar to AS220). 
At one point, the RIATA (RIAEA) President at the time and aspiring artist, Mr. January, 
had attended one of these classes. He motivated me to want to share my knowledge 
and artistic experiences with young students; he very much believed that art teachers 
should have a voice and an organization to draw support from. This was the beginning 
of a whole lifetime of educating in one of the greatest loves of my life: art.   

In the beginning, I started as an elementary art teacher. My theory at the time, was that 
if you took a child at a very young age and gave them tools and techniques similar to 
what we provide college students, then their true artistic genius would prevail… and it 
did!  My students gained incredible recognition for their artwork. Along with this, my 



history as a working artist provided a unique opportunity for my students to have their 
artwork be a part of educational books, television commercials, and the building of life 
size Muppets. Each day was a frenzy of unexpected and utterly beautiful art. Along with 
this, I was doing cross curricular activities with the faculty.  We made life size Egyptian 
sarcophagus, an owl that’s wings spanned the length of a first-grade classroom, 
spaceships, writing and illustrating children’s books (one actually was taken and 
groomed by author of the Arthur books, Marc Brown) and Kids Magazine television 
show. 

When I moved to the middle school level, I was able to continue with many of the same 
students. Through this, I saw that my theory was being proven. They continued with 
exemplary technique, the higher levels of which continued to produce even more 
impressive work. This led to winning Gold and Silver Keys at Scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards and American Vision Awards. Beyond this though, my favorite part of teaching 
middle school was the interfaculty relationships. The other art teachers adopted similar 
beliefs to mine and Park View Middle School was a hub of artistic talent. We managed 
to immortalize this in curriculums and rubrics for our department.  

Finally, with the encouragement of the art coordinator, I moved up into the high school, 
following the same group of children that I started out with. Through this unique 
opportunity, I was able to see the potential that I theorized about early on develop into 
these exceptional teenagers and high school students. My dedication and commitment 
paid off. With this excitement and validation, my educational philosophy shifted: now, I 
knew my students could grow to be professional artists. With this in mind, my students 
continued to win Scholastics and American Vision Awards, but also managed to hold art 
shows at a local gallery, formulate professional books of their work, business cards, 
resumes and art philosophies, and leaving Cranston East to participate in internships 
with professional artists that I organized for them.  With this, my students were accepted 
into, RISD, Cooper Union, SCAD, Maine College of Art and other notables. Eventually, 
due to health reasons, I had to leave Cranston East and teach at Cranston West, a 
school that could accommodate my disability.  

At Cranston West, I continued with the same philosophy based in innovation and 
community building. With my friend, Chef Martha Sylvestri, we collectively began 
combining Art and Culinary to create a dining and gallery experience for our students, 
Friday Night Dinners by Chef’s Senior Culinary students and my Senor Studio Artwork.  
We wrote a grant for professional hanging systems, a total renovation of the dining 
area, bar and bistro and thus, the Meshanticut Gallery was born.   



This project depicts my unique engagement with the West school community. As an art 
teacher, I consistently manage to find spaces that need an artistic flare. With my fellow 
art teachers, I began coordinating  with the culinary, graphics and, music departments to 
foster vivacity in our school events. West art is revered by the administration, faculty, 
staff, parents and students and through their support, we feel this appreciation.   

Well over 28 years since my start as an art teacher, a series of articles were written on a 
few of my former students called Where Are They Now?  I was so happy to see that my 
dream of them becoming artist out of college and high school was a reality.  I am proud 
to have nurtured them from babies to adults.  This is really what being an art teacher is 
all about: inspiring your students to be better than they could ever possibly dream; to 
shoot for the moon and maybe catch a few stars on their way up. I have reached for the 
moon and have constellations of stars on my palette.  



Alexandria (Hornstein) McKay 

New Art Educator of the Year 

My Philosophy as an Art Educator    

  

There are three major belief statements that my overall art teaching experience has 
been founded on and has continued to serve as my philosophy of teaching during my 
newly formed career as an art educator. As I continue my journey as an educator, it is 
my hope that I stay rooted in what I believe are the fundamental pillars of my art 
teaching: promote a safe, tolerant and positive learning environment, cultivate art 
learning, and respond to the needs of learners. I hope to always return to these initial 
beliefs that have guided me thus far, and I believe will continue to guide me throughout 
my career.   

  

Promote a Safe, Tolerant and Positive Learning Environment   

  

I believe that teaching methods that promote tolerance are very important in today’s 
schools. Every classroom environment should promote acceptance of diverse cultures 
and viewpoints relative to the students as members of their school, community, and 
society as a whole. Encouraging respect is a means to create a cooperative space for 
all students. Learning about other cultures and societies not only expands students’ 
knowledge of other cultures throughout the world, but also helps them recognize and 
respond positively to diversity in their own communities, and helps to reinforce a 
positive message of tolerance. A classroom environment should be tolerant, accepting, 
and celebrate diversity by studying art through the lens of many cultural viewpoints and 
that consider community as well as world contexts or perspectives. As an art educator, I 
believe it is necessary to promote a learning atmosphere that nurtures artistic 
development and creative expression.    Cultivate Art Learning     It is my belief that by 
teaching the content of art as a subject matter, students will gain a greater 
comprehension of art of the past as well as contemporary art by learning through 
making, critiquing, and studying art works. All students deserve the opportunity to make 
and learn about art as a subject; therefore, Art-Focused education is vital to schools and 
art programs within them. ART is the driving force and content behind what art 
education is; making, discussing, and studying art of the past are all significant aspects 



of art education that should be fundamental topics of learning in the classroom.    
Respond to the Needs of Learners   

  

The third pillar of my philosophy is  based on the belief that children learn and develop 
through creative self-expression that is associated with art making. Creativity becomes 
more meaningful when students are thoughtfully engaged in the art making process and 
have choices. The process and the amount of choice students have while making a 
work of art enables students to have a meaningful and memorable experience. 
Conveying meaning in an art lesson and engaging students in a hands-on-way provides 
students with access to experiential learning.  I believe that instruction should be 
differentiated to supplement the needs of all learners; as an educator it is important to 
be sensitive and responsive to the needs and abilities of each and every learner. 
Facilitating cooperative learning opportunities is an important teaching method that is 
responsive to the needs of the learners, and promotes higher level thinking and problem 
solving skills. It is my belief that lessons that are taught in the art classroom should 
convey meaning, promote higher level thinking, and supplement artistic development, 
through the process, expression, and creation of works of art! 



Amy Weigand    Personal Narrative 

Middle School & RI Art Educator of the Year 

In third grade, my friends unofficially declared I was the best “girl artist” in my class. I 
always liked art, I knew how to draw and sculpt things realistically and that won a lot of 
points with my classmates. In high school, I continued taking extra art classes, but when 
it came time to select a major in college and eventual career path, I chose marine 
biology. After a year of studying plankton and memorizing biological terms, I decided to 
switch majors and venture across campus into the world of fine arts. With this decision, 
my life forever changed. Art suddenly became an incredible vehicle by which to learn 
about the world around me, cultures different from my own, the environment, politics 
and complicated human relationships. Art was no longer just about creating pretty 
pictures, but instead about ideas and how to best communicate those ideas. My 
professors never claimed to know the answers, but instead, asked questions and poked 
us for our opinions, pushing us outside of ourselves and our beliefs. It was 
tremendously challenging, but also incredibly rewarding. It was going through this 
experience that pointed me in the direction of teaching. I knew if I could reproduce this 
experience for others, I could create a positive impact by connecting individuals and 
questioning perceptions. In my classroom, I strive to build upon student differences. I 
never assume to know what my students’ lives are like, their personal history or their 
experiences outside of school. My goal is to make the visual arts accessible and to 
create a learning community that is nurturing and safe for all who enter. I believe in a 
growth mindset and that all students can learn. Art has the innate ability to teach 
compassion and kindness. It encourages the viewer to imagine life from a different 
perspective. My students understand that visual communication of ideas and self-
expression are my focus. Art making, material choices and the skillful and appropriate 
technical application of materials are merely a means by which to best communicate 
one's thoughts and feelings. Throughout the summer of 2015, I took the initiative to 
design a visual arts curriculum for the middle school. When I arrived a few years earlier, 
I found there was none and I had to piece things together along the way. I started by 
looking at the curriculums of our humanities, math and science departments. I found 
common themes for each grade level and used these concepts as the foundation for my 
design. I selected Conflict, Evidence and Environment for sixth grade; Community, 
Belief and Power for seventh; and Identity, Culture and Change for eighth. Next, I 



carefully selected a range of traditional to contemporary artists from different time 
periods, backgrounds, cultures, genders and diverse perspectives to use as visual 
references and inspiration. By researching these different perspectives, we are able to 
easily approach topics related to social justice, race, gender identity and privilege. 
Throughout a student’s middle school education in the visual arts at Paul Cuffee School, 
they will become familiar with a variety of art making materials and techniques, but 
always focusing first and foremost on meaning making. In 2008, I took on my most 
important role to date. I became a mother. Since then I have poured my time and 
attention into raising a happy and healthy family, while also becoming the best art 
teacher and colleague I know how to be.  I am confident in my ability to make a 
difference in my students’ lives, to help them discover who they are and who they want 
to be. I am a strong and thoughtful contributing member in my school community. This 
nomination has encouraged me to look at my 17 year career, my accomplishments and 
my contributions. Going forward I hope to dive deeper on the state and national level. 


